
 

 

 

Issue No 9 – Whiringa ā nuku (October) 2016 

Celebrating adult learning and engaging in many forms of literacy 

As reported in the last issue of Tui Tuia, adult learners and adult learning 
were celebrated throughout New Zealand last month, with International 
Literacy Day and Adult Learners' Week – He Tangata Mātauranga. Ngā 
Poupou* of Literacy Aotearoa held activities that included manipulating 
letters to make words, counting and estimating, working out a budget 
and how to manage your money, household, garden and nutrition; 
gaining employment skills and preparing to vote in local body elections. 

Poupou personnel showed incredible flexibility and resilience in adapting 
plans in response to a range of challenges, natural and otherwise. Wind 
and rain led to the hurried arrangement of alternative locations to spread 
out giant scrabble boards and promotional displays. But true to form, the 
organisers dealt with any and all ‘calamities’ and the celebrations 
continued with the acknowledgement of learners and practitioners 
throughout the country. 

Some of the activities focused on using everyday numeracy skills, with 
Adult Literacy Tamaki Auckland Inc. (ALTA) ‘Making sense of cents’ and 
‘Guess the cost of the trolley load of groceries’.  In New Lynn, Literacy 
Waitakere had punters guessing the number of jellybeans in a jar. 

Others looked at creating words on whiteboards, with ‘boggle’ or 
scrabble. In Norsewood (just north of Dannevirke), trilingual scrabble 
took place in Te Reo Māori, English and French with Literacy Tamaki nui a 
Rua.  In Timaru, a guest speaker from the Electoral Commission came to 
Literacy South Canterbury to discuss the process and importance of 
being registered on the Electoral Roll.  

Adult Literacy Aotearoa Kapiti 

Far North Adult Literacy 

 
Literacy Tamaki nui a Rua 

 
Lucky winner ALTA * Poupou: member provider of Literacy Aotearoa 

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa, Greetings to you all…  

This issue features more stories of Adult Learners' Week activities throughout the country including some 
Student Writing from Adult Literacy Franklin (Pukekohe) and Haiku from Hawke’s Bay. Katrina Taupo 
(Researcher, Literacy Aotearoa) has published an article in the Waikato Journal of Education on whānau 
wellbeing, literacy and numeracy in Aotearoa. 

 



Adult Literacy Franklin published 
original writing from over 40 
students in a student writing 
booklet (see next page); while 
Adult Literacy Palmerston North 
students wrote comments on paper 
leaves and hung them on a 
Christmas tree. Taranaki Adult 
Literacy Services students filled a 
whiteboard with responses to 
‘What is literacy?’ 

Literacy Aotearoa Hawke’s Bay 
held multiple activities including 
writing Haiku and reading knitting 
patterns, held a discussion on 
Employment Skills in collaboration 
with WINZ, ran workshops on 
‘Nutrition on a Budget’, ‘Keeping 
power bills in check’,  and 
‘Introducing Unit Standards’, and 
also set up a giant scrabble board. 

Whanganui Learning Centre 
collaborated with the Eco School 
and looked at the Residential 
Tenancies Act, how to reduce heat 
loss in homes, manage moisture 
and condensation as well as 
running a session on organic 
gardening and fruit tree care. 

 

 
Literacy Aotearoa Wellington 

NOTE: All hyperlinks can be accessed here: http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia 

 

 
Southern Adult Literacy  

West Coast Adult Learning Services 

Literacy Feilding Inc. 

Literacy Waitakere 

 
Literacy Bay of Plenty 

 

Adult Literacy Franklin 

Adult Literacy Palmerston North 

Taranaki Adult Literacy Services 

Literacy Aotearoa Hawke’s Bay 

 
Literacy Wairarapa in Featherston 

 Celebrating adult learning, cont.
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How I use a cellphone 

I have had a cellphone for over 10 years. 
At first, I used my phone for contact 
phone numbers. I had photos next to the 
numbers to help me ring the right 
people. But now I use my phone for 
everything. 

 

My cellphone holds details about my life, 
like addresses, phone numbers, and 
diary. It has become my wallet. It holds 
my driver’s licence, credit cards, a photo 
of my son, and work business cards. I use 
my cellphone as a camera for making 
photos at work for my training course 
and as a calculator for measurements at 
work or figuring out the cost of things. 

Also, I use the GPS map to find out how 
to get to an address or how to go 
another way in bad Auckland traffic. At 
night, I can use my cellphone as a torch. 

So I use my cellphone a lot every day. It 
carries a heap of useful things all in one 
item. 

Ramin  

 

To read all of the International Literacy Day  
newspaper articles go to: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases  

 

Literacy 

Reading and writing 

literate - illiterate 

You are beyond both. 

 

Haiku from Literacy Aotearoa Hawke’s Bay  
 

 Dyslexia 

“dyslexia” gift 

marinated in Haiku - 

boundless potential.  

 

More student writing: 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/student-
writing  

 Student Writing from Adult Literacy Franklin

 

My journey so far… 

My journey of self-discovery and determination. 

I am a husband, father and a builder. How I have 
struggled through the years with reading, writing and 
spelling. About a year and a half ago I decided to do 
something about it. 

I signed up at Adult Literacy, since then my reading 
has improved 60%. I still find it difficult with my 
spelling, but we are working on it. 

At work a month ago the project manager went on 
holiday to Florida USA. I took on some of his 
responsibilities. I was also asked to take on the day to 
day supervision of five teams of builders, each 
building a new house. 

Every now and then the Hamilton Manager does a 
quality control visit to make sure things are done the 
company way. He came and made a list which I was 
able to read and tell the carpenters to do the jobs 
correctly. 

I wouldn't have been able to accomplish this before. 

I also would have struggled with contacting 
companies to put in order. I feel more confident now, 
talking to staff, clients, builders and subcontractors. 

Dennis 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/news-releases
http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/student-writing
http://www.literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/student-writing
http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


    

  

Literacy Aotearoa Incorporated 
Delivering Quality Literacy for Over 30 Years 

Compass House, Level One, 162 Grafton Road, Grafton, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1010 
Postal Address: Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1245 

Phone: (09) 302 0817  Email: admin@literacy.org.nz www.literacy.org.nz 
 

NOTE: All hyperlinks can be accessed here: 
http://literacy.org.nz/what-we-do/tui-tuia 

 

Literacy Aotearoa Incorporated 
Delivering Quality Literacy for Over 30 Years 

Compass House, Level One, 162 Grafton Road, Grafton, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1010 
Postal Address: Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 1245 

Phone: (09) 302 0817  Email: admin@literacy.org.nz www.literacy.org.nz 
 

Creating spaces for Whānau wellbeing, 
literacy and numeracy in the context of 
neoliberalism in Aotearoa, New Zealand 

Katrina Taupo (Literacy Aotearoa),  
Waikato Journal of Education,  
Te Hautaka Mātauranga o Waikato,  
Volume 21:1, 2016 

Abstract: 

This article reviews current research about three 
short, focused literacy, language and numeracy 
programmes designed to assist New Zealand Māori 
adult students and their whānau. Whānau is a 
complex Māori concept that includes physical and 
metaphysical dimensions based on the Māori 
worldview of whakapapa (genealogy) and is at the 
heart of whānau adult literacy programmes. The 
programme’s success was measured by the way 
students grew self confidence in their own literacy 
and numeracy abilities that translated into positive 
impacts for their whānau wellbeing. For example, 
students who did not have books in the home prior 
to participating in a programme now created spaces 

 

 

with books in the home for quiet reading as a 
result of attending an introduction to the public 
library.  

Through embedding appropriate literacy and 
numeracy techniques, Literacy Aotearoa tutors 
developed a reliable baseline to capture students’ 
progress in their formative and summative stages 
of the programmes against a backdrop of 
neoliberal ideologies.  

Dominant neoliberal policies impact and outweigh 
educational policies through the demands for 
more transparency, efficiency and accountability 
as part of a quality improvement shift to market 
adult education in New Zealand. Despite this shift 
in policy, this article focused on ways to co-opt 
strategies that at a basic level may counter the 
disconnect between factors that drive the 
achievement gaps for vulnerable students learning 
to learn and the tensions that arise in order to 
comply with neoliberal policies that underpin New 
Zealand’s changing adult education sector. 

Read the article here: 
http://wje.org.nz/index.php/WJE/article/view/256 
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