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For the past three years Literacy Aotearoa has 

collaborated with Te Wāhanga  

(NZCER) in research projects with 

a focus on adult learning and  

addressing the LLN needs of  

individuals and whānau.   

‘Hei Ara Ako ki te Oranga – A model 

 for measuring wellbeing outcomes  

from literacy programmes’ is the  

latest result of this collaboration. 

A kaupapa Māori assessment model has been 

developed that demonstrates the link between 

literacy learning and wellbeing for Māori learners.  

The framework enables learners (and practitioners) 

to consider, discuss and describe learning progress 

holistically as individuals, as well as the impact on 

whānau.  

‘It addresses the need of Māori literacy 

providers for relevant and appropriate 

assessment models of wellbeing for Māori, and 

it complements the Literacy and Numeracy 

Assessment Tool for Adults.’  pg.iv 

Participants in the research included learners and 

personnel from five Poupou (member providers of 

Literacy Aotearoa): Tararua Learning Centre 

(Dannevirke), Te Roroa Learning Assistance 

(Dargaville), Te Whare Akonga – Open Learning 

Centre (Palmerston North), The Learning Centre and 

Whānau Family Support (Lower Hutt) and He Waka 

Matauranga (Papatoetoe); and also from Eastbay 

REAP (Whakatane). 

 

He maimai aroha 

We are deeply saddened by the loss of Toni-Lee 

Hayward who died suddenly while in the United 

Kingdom on a Rotary Group Study Exchange. 

Toni-Lee was Te Kaiwhakarite (manager) of  

He Waka Matauranga, in Papatoetoe.  

 

Toni-Lee Hayward  
(1/10/74 – 29/04/13) 

Ka tangi te ngākau, ka tangi te aroha, ka tangi i 

te ngarotanga … ka rere ngā roimata … moe mai 

ra … i to moenga roa … 

The heart weeps, the sorrow flows, we weep for 

our lost … the tears flow … as you go to your 

endless sleep … 

Our loving support to Alson, their daughters 

Richelle and Sophie, her parents and whānau 

whānui in their loss.   

We also send love and support to the whānau of 

He Waka Matauranga as we all come to terms 

with this sudden tragedy that touches so many 

in all the communities and households where 

Toni-Lee’s skills, aroha, vision, generosity and 

laughter have brought change, inspiration, 

happiness, self-belief, whānau strength and 

wellbeing, knowledge and confidence to achieve.   

Ka nui ngā mihi aroha ki a tātou katoa. 

https://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/projects/kaupapa-maori-wellbeing-assessment-model-%E2%80%93-hei-ara-ako-ki-te-oranga
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


  

Hei Ara Ako ki te Oranga continued... 

 

The model, Hei Ara Ako ki te Oranga, involves a 

process that gathers information about the progress 

of the learner at different stages in the learner’s 

programme; through: 

 initial assessment;  

 formative and summative assessments (a set of 

three questions that guide the learner and 

address their progress towards their goals); and  

 a final review where the learner responds to 

three exit statements.   

Each stage involves the learner and the tutor 
engaging in a conversation and may involve whānau 
members.  Each question or statement has a related 
whakataukī in Te Reo Māori with its English 
explanation.  This framing of the kaupapa Māori 
assessment process is a way of bringing the learner 
into a learning space framed by Te Ao Māori. 

 

field (literacy and numeracy)... but this was hugely 

beneficial for the learners to participate in, for 

themselves and for us as a Poupou, not just looking 

at literacy and numeracy straight. They talked about 

where they've come from and what they used to do, 

and no longer do, and better relationships at home. 

The ones that are participating in the Te Reo group, 

they have learnt sayings to show praise, to show 

annoyance, whakataukī and kīwaha... and in a more 

positive way, and have a bit of fun. For some it is a 

whole household change.” 

 

 “The Wellbeing Model is unique in 

capturing the complexity of wellbeing 

experienced by Māori literacy learners.  For 

Māori, individual wellbeing and whānau 

wellbeing are tightly interrelated and the 

model reflects this in its focus on 

individuals and their whānau during their 

learning experiences.” pg30 

 

“It gave them (the learners) the opportunity to 
identify, not only that they might‘ve made little 
achievements in those goals but all the other things 
that they thought they‘d learnt along the way, for 
their whānau and for themselves. It gave them the 
opportunity to identify gaps and where they might 
want to learn a bit more about, and it also ... gave 
them the opportunity to look at how they can learn 
the things that they‘ve achieved in other areas of 
their lives.”  (Participant 6) (pg22) 

 

Glossary – Papakupu  

kaupapa Māori  Māori philosophy and principles 

kīwaha colloquialism, idiom 

Poupou Member provider of Literacy 
Aotearoa  

Te Ao Māori  the Māori world 

whakataukī  proverb, saying 

whānau family 

The report is available at: 
http://www.literacy.org.nz/research-submissions-
etc.php#2013  

 

 

Summative Assessment Questions 

1. Ko wheako te matua o te whakaaro nui.  

Experience is the parent of wisdom. 

How has this programme helped you? 

2. Me taipari whakarewa waka te whakaaro.  

Everyone is lifted by helpful words and ideas. 

How has this programme helped you help your 

whānau? 

3. Kāore te waimehatanga e mōhio ki tētahi mea 

nui ake i te waimehatanga.  Mediocrity knows 

nothing higher than itself. 

What has changed for you because of this 

programme? 

Ataneta Paewai of Tararua Learning Centre found 
the framework valuable for learners and 
practitioners to identify the many impacts of adult 
learning aside from literacy and numeracy gain.   

“We found it useful to actually give recognition to 

the things that learners achieved...the un-noticed 

things really. Unless you ask those questions and 

look at those things, they don’t think about those 

changes, they are not really recognised... the 

(Learning) progressions show achievement in that  

 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/
http://www.literacy.org.nz/research-submissions-etc.php#2013
http://www.literacy.org.nz/research-submissions-etc.php#2013


 

 

 

   songs at Te Roopu Taurima’s Annual Hui. 

The musical learning journey of the Moko Band 

was underway!  Learners identified their own 

strengths, and Moko now had a lead singer, 

drummer, guitarist and percussionist, plus a ‘band 

manager’, while another learner designed the 

band logos.   

Each learner was dedicated and focussed for the 

weekly 2-hour sessions, with Mohi coaching 

learners in their chosen instrument, sharing his 

passion with gentle encouragement as they 

developed their skills.  As each week passed, the 

growth in confidence was apparent not only in 

their musical performance but in their 

participation within the group.  (During this time 

regular literacy learning sessions continued on site 

at TRTMT.)  

The group held regular meetings along with band 

practice, reading song lyrics on screen and 

whiteboard, learning C, F and G chords, 

developing their timing, rhythm and cooperation.  

The band logo was completed and printed on t-

shirts in preparation for the Moko band debut.  

The first gig was a public performance on stage for 

‘Has MINDS Got Talent’ at Simpson Park in 

Moerewa, with many nerves on show.  This was 

followed with more confidence at their next gig at 

the Awanui Big Day Out, and even more 

confidence for their star appearance at the annual 

Te Taitokerau Te Roopu Taurima o Manukau 

‘Mokopuna Ball’ at The Forum in Whangarei.  The 

group eventually played not just ‘a couple’ of 

songs, but seven or eight, and received a standing 

ovation. 

The Moko dvd shares the story of the growth and 

development of everyone involved.  The TRTMT 

staff have been ‘blown away’ at the level of 

engagement, enthusiasm and transformation of 

the learners, and have committed to on-going 

funding for the group. 

For more information about Moko, and for copies of 

the dvd, please contact Frank Greenall, Manager, Far 

North Adult Literacy.  fnliteracy@xtra.co.nz  

Literacy learning through music 

Engagement, enthusiasm & transformation:   

Moko – Far North Adult Literacy 

 

 

Far North Adult Literacy has often found creative 

and innovative ways to meet the needs of adult 

literacy learners in their far-reaching community; on 

beaches, on wheels (in the mobile literacy van), at 

marae, via skype or cellphone.  One of their latest 

and greatest projects has been ‘The Moko Band’. 

For several years Far North Adult Literacy (FNAL) has 

provided literacy services on site to Kaitaia residents 

of Te Roopu Taurima o Manukau Trust (TRTMT), 

working with learners with cognitive issues.  On 

occasion, an accomplished musician Mohi Tahana 

Dawson, their regular tutor, would take along his 

guitar to sing a waiata or two.  The learners enjoyed 

the music and having a sing or hum-along.  Their 

enthusiasm was noted by all, and, with buy-in from 

all concerned, before too long the group was 

travelling to Mohi’s home studio and learning 

instruments themselves, under Mohi’s guidance. 

It quickly became apparent something special was 

happening, and FNAL wanted to capture the group’s 

journey on film as a record of their learning 

experience. Funding was sought and achieved, 

partly thanks to TRTMT and a UNESCO education 

and cultural fund grant.  This allowed FNAL to offer 

Mohi additional support and enlist assistant 

literacy/art tutor Pat Skinner’s video and editing 

skills. 

Although the group had virtually no previous hands-

on musical training, they’d soon decided to form a 

band with a self-identified goal of playing a few 

mailto:fnliteracy@xtra.co.nz
http://www.literacy.org.nz/


 

 

Upcoming Events

 

 

Dyslexia Decoded – NCLANA 

 

These resources include  

seven video clips of  

conversations with  

experts, learners and  

tutors about dyslexia. 

The video clips  

accompany the e-book 

Dyslexia Decoded:  

What it is, what it isn’t, 

 and what you can do about it.   

Dymock & Nicholson, 2012 

 ‘The clips have been produced primarily for 

literacy and vocational educators with the overall 

aim of raising awareness about dyslexia.’ 

Video segments (2-5 minutes duration) include: 

 Defining Dyslexia 

 Diagnosing Dyslexia 

 Tailoring the Instruction 

 A Strategic Approach 

 Coping with Dyslexia 

 Living with Dyslexia 

 Multiple Perspectives 

Dyslexia Decoded is available as an e-book 

(145MB) viewable on iBooks, iPads and as a pdf 

file (149 pages).  It is anticipated that a hard copy 

will be published later in 2013.  

http://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/resour

ces/355696 

 

Pipiri  (June) 

ACE Conference, Confident Communities Hāpori Tū 

Rangatira  18-20/06/13  more... 

National Centre for Literacy and Numeracy for 

Adults Symposium, The University of Waikato, 

Kirikiriroa (Hamilton) 27-28/06/13  more... 

Hōngongoi (July) 

 Literacy Aotearoa Te Hui ā Tau & National 

Planning Hui, Wellington  17-19/07/13 

Mahuru  (September) 

Adult Learners' Week - He Tangata Mātauranga,  

2-8/09/13 

 Travelling Books Launch, Auckland 3/09/13 

International Literacy Day, Sunday 8/09/13 

Literacy Aotearoa Weblinks 

 Recent news articles 

 Research & Submissions  

 Student Writing 

 Ngā Poupou websites and newsletters 

 Learning Resources 

 

http://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/resources/355696
http://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/resources/355696
http://www.aceaotearoa.org.nz/events/conference
http://www.literacyandnumeracyforadults.com/resources/356622
http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-releases.php#Jan2013
http://www.literacy.org.nz/research-submissions-etc.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/student-writing.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/poupou-websites.php
http://www.literacy.org.nz/learning-resources.php

