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International Literacy Day 2016 held - Thursday 9th of September 2016 

Giant Game of Scrabble - Wellington Railway Station 
 

This is the second year Literacy Aotearoa 

Wellington (LAW) celebrated UNESCO’s 

International Literacy Day, with a ‘Giant Game of 

Scrabble’ in the Wellington Railway Station.  

We were grateful again for the support of Kiwi 

Rail who allowed us to use the space in the 

entrance foyer for the no cost to the 

organisation. 

This is an annual event for LAW with the 

intention of demystifying the stigma that 

surrounds adults seeking support for their 

learning needs. It is also a fun way for our 

learners and staff to engage with the public in a 

non-threatening way. 

 

 

 

  



   
 

 

 

 

We received great coverage of the event by 

Paul Henry show from 6am-9am on TV3, 

Maori Radio (on the day) and local print 

media who advertised the event. Our press 

release was picked up by the Paul Henry show 

(TV3), as well as being advertised on the 

facebook pages of LAW, and in the 

Wellingtonian article and “What’s on” in the 

DominonPost.  Bridget Murphy, LAW 

Manager, and Fraser Wall, a student, were 

interviewed by Lucy Swinnen, a reporter from 

the local newspaper, The Wellingtonian.  

Maori radio also featured a live interview with 

Bridget, Travel? a student, on the day.   

 

Paul Henry TV3 coverage and the lead up to 

the playing of 9 in 10 attracted interest from 

the community.  The Wellingtonian print 

article also attracted a wide readership. 

 

The morning of Thursday 9 September was 

one of the coldest mornings in the last month 

with temperatures being as low as 6 degrees.  

The cold temperature which included hail and 

snow showers (in hill suburbs) did not prevent 

students, tutors, volunteers and LAW staff 

from attending.  Bridget arrived at 6.00 am to 

begin the set up and attract the attention of 

morning commuters on their way into work. 

The foot traffic through the Railway Station 

was very high and remained steady 

throughout the day even after the initial 

morning rush.  

Howard, a tutor, Bridget and Linley helped to 

set up the scrabble board and their presence 

encouraged the public to come and play.   We 

were also joined by Board members, staff, our 

learners, volunteer tutors and many other 

supporters throughout the day. 

As well as highlighting our services LAW used 

this opportunity to promote its services by the 

distribution of a pamphlet promoting its 

services. For many of the public, this was their 

first interaction with LAW and again uplifted 

our profile as an educational provider for 

adults with Literacy and Numeracy needs. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/education/83661652/literacy-aotearoa-to-hold-giant-game-of-scrabble-at-wellington-station


   
 

 

 

 

150 flyers were also given away to members 

of the public and staff members had some 

great conversations with people inside the 

Railway Station.  Some people expressed an 

interest in volunteering with LAW and others 

were interested in the courses we offer.   

Students played in teams which were often 

very competitive and the scorer often had to 

refer to google to check words.   This was a 

great opportunity for students to practice 

their numeracy and literacy skills. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
  




