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He Maimai Aroha – Hei maumaharatanga ki te tino hoa. 

(A tribute from Te Tumuaki, Bronwyn Yates) 

It is with great sadness we inform you that our friend and colleague Paul Marsh,  

Coordinator of Literacy North Otago, passed away recently (02/04/11).   

Paul has been a vibrant, supportive, kind and dedicated member of the Literacy  

Aotearoa whānau.  For those of us who have been lucky enough to have known him  

over the last 13 years he has been an inspirational and thought-provoking friend, who  

has enriched our times together with laughter, stories and even the occasional prank.  

He was stridently committed to the kaupapa of Literacy Aotearoa and he fiercely  

protected the rights of students to learn what they wanted.  

He saw and nurtured the value of the whānau literacy programmes and his success throughout North 

Otago was well known.  He was a respected colleague who invoked loyalty and dedication from his team. 

Eager to prioritise people every time, Paul understood the necessity of the compliance requirements but 

was also happy to see these requirements kept simple, systematic and relevant to the needs of students.  

So to the Board and fabulous team of Helen Jansen, Helen Newlands, Cliff and every other tutor at 

Literacy North Otago, kia kaha – we wrap you in hugs of solidarity and love. 

Most important of all, Paul was a family man.  We always heard Paul recount with pride, stories of Jocelyn 

and their children over the years.  We were never in any doubt of the source of his strength – his family 

and his faith.  To his Mum, Dad, brothers and sisters and most especially to Jocelyn, Kate, Jane, Christie, 

Jeremy, Shaun and Mikaela, our most heartfelt aroha.  

We hope it helps you to know that Paul worked in an organisation where he was loved and admired from 

Kaitaia through to Invercargill, and from the east coasts to the west.  He will always be in our hearts too. 

Moe mai, moe mai, moe mai i raro i ō maunga, takoto mai ra. 

In a letter to Bronwyn Yates last month, Paul wrote, ‘... recent events have really added to an already difficult 

period to negotiate.  No real words of wisdom to add, except keep breathing quietly and trust your instincts, 

and those you have around you.  In the face of adversity we need to look for opportunities to CELEBRATE... 

something we have done well...  Let’s focus on the greatest resource, our people – nothing new I know, sorry!’ 

Paul Marsh 



   

 

 

 

 

 

   

Rise Magazine (#14) features  

Horowhenua Adult 

Literacy Scheme  

(HALS) student  

Daniel Potter, tutor  

Mark Reece and  

manager Michael  

Dally (on pages 3-4). 

 http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-

releases.php#jan-march11 

          Horowhenua Adult Literacy  

          Scheme – Opening Doors 

Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin – Delicious!  
Lit.Dunedin@xtra.co.nz  

Delicious – Recipes and Food Writing from Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin  
(December 2010, Editor – Jonathon Cweorth, Food photography – Sue Smaill) 

Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin students and personnel participated in a 

writing project in 2010 and have produced a beautiful recipe book which 

is available for purchase by Ngā Poupou. 

The idea for ‘writing about a recipe’ came from the Family Stories and 

Bookbinding course in 2010.  The course ran for 20 weeks and included 

everything from writing about recipes, to film reviews to poetry and 

haiku.  One of the exercises we had our learners do, was to write about a 

recipe that had some meaning or relevance in their lives.  The exercise 

catered well for those who wanted to write a lot and those who only 

wanted to write a little.  It was interesting to see what the learners came 

up with and they seemed to enjoy it.  We worked on helping them to 

polish the writing.  For many it was a childhood memory but it didn’t 

have to be.  It could be anything.  It was also great for the ESOL learners 

to be able to share something from their culture.  

(from Sandy a tutor with Literacy Aotearoa Dunedin) 

Sections include: 

 Brainpower Breakfasts 

 Scrumptious Savoury Dishes 

 Perfect Pastry and Savoury Baking 

 Sensational Sauces and Preserves 

 Brilliant Biscuits, Muffins, Slices & Sweets 

 Delicious Desserts & Cakes 

 Remarkable Recipes for Living 

‘Delicious’ contains great conversational pieces with food for the body 

and soul from students, tutors and committee members who tell stories 

of recipes gifted from parents and grandparents.  There are stories of 

accidental success when ingredients were left out or when the result 

was other than expected.  Adaptations have been made to old recipes 

to suit dietary needs, allergies or vegetable-averse children. 

If you are interested in purchasing ‘Delicious’ contact Ana at 

Lit.Dunedin@xtra.co.nz  The book costs $10 (including postage).  

  

 

Terrene Gibson featured (together with 

manager Jane Gilmour) in ‘The 

Aucklander’ recently talking about how 

she found the courage to enrol at 

Waitakere Adult Literacy to improve 

her literacy skills.   

“I needed to know if I was teachable.  I 

needed to know that I wasn’t dumb.”  

 
(photo: Kellie Blizard) 

http://www.literacy.org.nz/news-

releases.php#jan-march11  

          Waitakere Adult Literacy  

          ’Spellbound’ 

Kia ora koutou e ngā tauira, ngā pouako, ngā kaiarahi katoa, tēnā koutou katoa.  Greetings to you all.    

Consultation and management meetings are the focii for the next couple of months.  The Poupou Managers’ Hui has 

taken place, and Ngā Hui Heke (Regional Hui) have just begun.  Ngā Poupou students have been appearing in print telling 

stories of their families, their learning journeys and favourite recipes.  New books for learners have been published and 

New Zealand Sign Language Week is coming up in the first week of Haratua (May). 
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Ngā Poupou Resources – Student Writing  
Waiheke & Tamaki Auckland  

Waiheke Adult Literacy: waihekeadultliteracy@ihug.co.nz  

Adult Literacy Tamaki Auckland: admin@adultliteracy.org.nz 

Belated congratulations to two Poupou who published 

Student Writing booklets late last year.  36 

contributions make up the Adult Literacy Tamaki 

Auckland booklet.  To read some of the stories go to: 
http://www.literacy.org.nz/student-writing.php   

Waiheke Adult Literacy produced ‘Words’ a book of 34 

stories, poetry and illustrations in the form of story 

boards.  These stories will be shared on Waiheke Radio 

http://www.waihekeradio.org.nz/  in April.   

Manager Fran Lapsley says,  

‘We are very proud of it because for the first time there 

is a cd with all the contributions on it for students who 

do not read so well.’ 

Check out Waiheke Adult Literacy’s latest newsletter 

here:  

http://www.literacy.org.nz/links.php#PoupouWebsites  

   

 

10 new titles were released on 3 March 2011, 

World Book Day.   

Authors include; James Patterson, Linwood  Barclay, 

Sheila O'Flanagan, Mike Gayle, Terry Jones, Lucy 

Cavendish, Priya Basil, Cathy Glass, Benjamin 

Zephaniah and Charlie Oatway.  

Go online to read the first chapter of each book.  

You can click on the audio file to listen as you read 

along.  http://www.quickreads.org.uk/ 

 

Purchase the books for less than $5 from ‘The Book 

Depository’ (see below). 

 

Quick Reads – 11 new titles for 2011 - UK 
http://www.quickreads.org.uk/  

 

http://www.bookdepository.co.uk/ 

Check out this website to order books for yourself 

or your Poupou.  The books are sold at discount 

prices and delivered free worldwide. 

For those of you with a love of books this may 

become an addictive site.   

Sections include: About us, Coming soon, 

Bestsellers, Fast movers, Book of the week, 

Reviews, Blog, and Competitions. 

You want to learn Māori?  
 http://www.literacy.org.nz/te-reo-maori.php 

Each Poupou received a copy of  

‘Q’s Course in Māori – You want  

to learn Māori?’ at the recent Ngā  

Poupou Managers’ Hui.  The main  

focus of the book is pronunciation 

of Te Reo Māori and the resource 

 includes a CD.  

Give it a go! And remember there  

are many other resources to learn Te Reo Māori: 
http://www.literacy.org.nz/te-reo-maori.php  
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Check out offers on Techsoup for 

laptops and software 

http://www.techsoup.net.nz/  

TechSoup New Zealand provides 

donated and discounted technology 

products and services from 

companies such as Microsoft, and 

Symantec to eligible New Zealand 

charitable organisations. As 

nonprofits you can access the latest 

technology via donations or generous 

discounts. 

Back Suite, 449 Richmond Road, Grey Lynn, Private Bag 78800, Grey Lynn, Tamaki Makaurau / Auckland 

Phone: 09 3782080  Fax: 09 3782083  Email: admin@literacy.org.nz   www.literacy.org.nz  

New Zealand Sign Language  

(NZSL) Week 
http://www.deaf.org.nz/   

New Zealand Sign Language  

(NZSL) Week runs Haratua  

(May) 2-8.  As part of the  

week's activities, Deaf  

Aotearoa will again be  

organising free taster classes  

throughout the country. 

A 45-minute taster class that  

teaches introductory NZSL  

suited to your environment is a chance for your 

colleagues, friends and family to get a taste of NZSL in 

a fun and supportive environment.  More details.  

 

For a finger spelling card go to: 

http://www.deaf.org.nz/resources/new-zealand-sign-language  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 2011 

ACE Sector Conference 

17-19 Pipiri (June) 2011 

Brentwood Hotel, Kilbirne, Wellington 

Theme: Partnering 

http://www.aceaotearoa.org/  

Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori - Māori 

Language Week  

4-10 Hōngongoi (July) 2011 

Theme: Manaakitanga 

http://www.koreromaori.co.nz/news/mlw  

Industry Training Federation (ITF) 

Conference 

28-29 Hōngongoi (July) 2011, Sky City, 

Auckland 

Theme: Industry at the Heart of Training 

http://www.itf.org.nz/events.html  

Australian Council for Adult Literacy 

(ACAL) 34
th

 National Conference  

27-28 Mahuru (September) 2011 

Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 

'Literacy on the Map: Common Visions, 

Different Paths' 

www.valbec.org.au/2011conf/  
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